A Proposed Rule under the Paleontological Resources
Preservation Act of 2009 (PRPA)
Comment period deadline:
Monday, February 6, 2017

What’s at stake? Hobby collecting
fossils ● rocks ● mineral
If you write your own letter, cite facts targeting exact
language in the Proposed Rule
Make your letter personal and unique
– duplicating the content of another comment letter,
even if it is modified slightly, is counter-production
all the letters, including the original, will be put aside.
The Southern California Paleontological Society (SCPS) has
prepared a formal comment letter on the proposed regulations
governing fossil collecting on BLM lands, but individuals are
also encouraged to comment, since the number of comments
received is an indication of public concern.
If you decide to comment as an individual, you may benefit
from reading the regulations and supporting documents, the
SCPS draft letter, and other resources listed below.
Current draft of SCPS letter:
http://www.sdmg.org/blmdocs/PRPA_comment_draft.pdf
Make comments or upload a comment letter online:
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2016-29244
Text of the proposed rule with an explanation of the meaning:
https://goo.gl/YvaPQ7 (short url)
The Environmental Assessment for the proposed rule:
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/programs_
paleontology_quick%20links_BLM%20draft%20EA%20for%20
casual%20collection.pdf
The 2009 PRPA law, for which the new rule is proposed:
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/Paleontological%20
Resources%20Preservation%20Act.pdf
The BLM Paleontology web page, with PRPA fact sheets:
https://www.blm.gov/programs/cultural-resources/paleontology
The 2015 Forest Service rule, parallel to the BLM proposal:
https://goo.gl/Y9kaHg (short url)
FAQ by the Paleontological Society regarding the proposed
rule:
http://www.myfossil.org/faq-from-the-paleontological-societyregarding-the-paleontological-resources-preservation-act/
Articles by Andrew Hoekstra and by Mike Nelson, in the
SDMG bulletin:
http://www.sdmg.org/peg-online/sdmg-pegmatite-2017-jan.pdf
Article by Glade Gunther:
http://www.aaps.net/pdf/Gunther-BLMRuleArticle.pdf
Commentary by Matt Heaton and others:
https://www.savefossilcollecting.org/

Resource sheet and graphic prepared by A. Hoekstra.
www.myfossil.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheFossilProject/
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(check back frequently)
Public Lands use policy in California and many states throughout the U.S. is being
driven by planning efforts of immense complexity and long term consequence.
They impact all users concerned about preserving wildlands and access to them.
Download/view articles, reports, PowerPoint presentations (as PDFs) below.
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